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WASHINGTON, Dec. 9--The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture today reported the following recent developments in 
U.S. agricultural trade: 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS 
manner te 

U.S. agricultural exports during October dropped 23 percent in vol- 
ume to 12.1 million tons and 26 percent in value to $2.9 billion from the same 
month a year ago. Sharp declines in wheat and corn shipments accounted for 
most of the decline in total volume and value, as prices averaged only slight- 
ly lower. The absence of significant grain shipments to the Soviet Union and 
much smaller wheat exports to China resulted in the big drop in export volume. 


U.S. agricultural exports in fiscal 1983 are forecast at $37.5 bil- 
lion, down 4 percent, although volume is projected up slightly from last 
year's 158 millions tons. 


U.S. exports of wheat in October fell 37 percent in volume from Oc- 
tober 1981 to 2.7 million tons because of much lower shipments to China and 
the absence of exports to the Soviet Union. October U.S. shipments of wheat, 
wheat flour and products to China dropped about 575,000 tons--or 70 percent-- 
to 258,000 tons, compared with last October. No shipments were made to the 
USSR in October, compared with almost 460,000 tons in October 1981. Wheat 
prices were down 6 percent to $158 per ton, yielding a 4l-percent drop in to- 
tal wheat export value. 


Corn exports in October dropped 15 percent in volume from October 
1981 to 4.2 million tons, primarily because of a sharp drop in shipments to 
the Soviet Union. Corn exports to the Soviet Union dropped more than 600,000 
tons--or 83 percent--to 125,000 tons, compared with a year earlier. Corn pri- 
ces in Octcber were $100 per ton, 20 percent lower than a year ago, resulting 
in a 32-percent drop in total corn export value. 


Soybean export volume in October dropped 6 percent to 2.6 million 
tons, with lower shipments to the Netherlands and Japan. Soybean prices stood 
at $223 per ton, down 15 percent from last October, yielding a 20-percent drop 
in total export value. 
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The volume and value of exports of grain sorghum, soybean meal and 
poultry meat, among others, were down sharply in October. Export volumes of 
raw cotton and tobacco, however, were up 12 and 16 percent, respectively. The 
export values of beef and cattle hides were sharply above year-ago levels. 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS 


U.S. agricultural imports during October 1982--at $1.48 billion-- 
were up 1 percent from the same month a year ago. Import volume for the first 
month of the new fiscal year was down 2 percent from a year earlier. 


Sugar and tropical product imports, at $663 million, accounted for 
nearly half of the total import value in October 1982, down 3 percent. Fruit 
and vegetable imports totaling $375.5 million were up 14 percent and dairy 
product imports of $55.3 million were up 18 percent over the pace set in Octo- 
ber a year ago. Grain and feeds and livestock and livestock product imports 
were up Slightly from October 1981. All other major commodity groupings reg- 


istered declines in import values, led by oilseeds and oilseed products--—down 
27 percent. 


Products showing increases in import value were: coffee, $318.6 
million, up 39 percent; beef, $132.4 million, up 6 percent; fruit juice con- 
centrate, $73.6 million, up 156 percent; bananas, $53.4 million, up 12 per- 
cent; and pork, $52.7 million, up 17 percent. 


Decreases in import value occurred for the following products in 
October 1982: sugar and related items, $184.1 million, down 27 percent; wine, 
$100.8 million, down 7 percent; cocoa and products, $62.2 million, down 22 
percent; and rubber and allied gums, $44.2 million, down 40 percent. 


AGRICULTURAL TRADE BALANCE 


U.S. trade activity in October 1982 resulted in an agricultural 
surplus of $1.4 billion, down 44 percent from the $2.5-billion surplus record- 
ed in October 1981. 
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Do you need 


information about 


e Overseas markets and buying trends? 


e New competitors and products? 
@ Trade policy developments? 
e Overseas promotional activities? 


Then Foreign Agriculture —USDA's 


fact-filled monthly agricultural trade 


magazine —is for you. Based on official 
USDA data available nowhere else, 


Foreign Agriculture 


vn ie 
ESTO 
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Foreign Agriculture articles are clear 
and crisp, written to provide the export 
information you need, in a concise and 
extremely readable form. 


In addition, periodic special issues — 
such as the recent one devoted entirely 
to the European Community — will give 
you a wide range of detailed information. 


Special information is found in Foreign 
Agriculture's telegraphed, targeted 
news departments: Fact File, Country 
Briefs, Trade Updates and Marketing 
News. And its tables and graphs will 
give you an immediate grasp of what's 
going on overseas. 


if you use agricultural facts and figures 
in your business, you need Foreign 
Agriculture. 


Subscribe today! Fill in the subscrip- 
tion form and mail it now. When you 
receive your first colorful, fact-filled 
issue, you'll be glad you did! 








SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 


Please print or type 


Write check payable to: 
Superintendent of Documents 


MAIL ORDER FORM TO: 
Superintendent of Documents 


Government Printing Office 
Washington, D.C. 20402 


For Office Use Only 

















Quantity Charges 
Enclosed 
To be mailed 
Subscriptions 

Postage 

Foreign handling 

MMOB 

OPNR 
UPNS 
Discount 





—___s— Refund 


Enter My Subscription To FOREIGN AGRICULTURE 


@ 18.00 domestic (United States and its possessions); $22.50 foreign. The Government 
Printing Office requires that foreign addressees send international money orders, 
UNESCO coupons, or checks drawn on a domestic bank only. 


Credit Card Orders Only (Visa and Mastercard) 


Total charges $ 


Enclosed is $ 
0 Check 
O Money order 


O Charge to my Deposit Account 
Credit card No. 
No. 


Order No. Expiration Date Month/Year 


Name—First, Last 





Company Name or Additional Address Line 


felere ee ee lait aie pe ei eee Se ee eee [laa elon | S| 
Street Address 
Te ee eee et 
City State ZipCode 








FOREIGN AGRICULTURE CIRCULARS 


The Foreign Agricultural Service issues a number of Foreign Agriculture Circulars during the year on various commodities 
and export services for the food and agricultural trade, as well as specialized publications pertaining to individual commodities. 


HOW TO ORDER: Check the title of each publication you wish to order. Remit a check for the total amount payable to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on U.S. banks, cashier‘’s checks, or international money orders will be accepted 
in payment. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

Information Division 

Information Services Staff, Room 5918-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 


PLEASE ENTER THE NUMBER OF SUBSCRIPTIONS DESIRED BELOW: SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
Domestic. Foreign 


10002 WEEKLY ROUNDUP OF WORLD PRODUCTION AND TRADE 
(Current news items and statistics on various commodities and NO CHARGE 
summary of recent developments in world production and trade) 





10003 COFFEE (3 issues) $10.00 $15.00 
10004 COTTON (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK & POULTRY: 


10005 EXPORT TRADE & PROSPECTS (8 issues) 20.00 40.00 
10006 MEAT & DAIRY MONTHLY IMPORTS (12 issues) 25.00 35.00 
10007 DAIRY SITUATION (2 issues) 5.00 7.00 
10008 LIVESTOCK & POULTRY SITUATION (2 issues) 5.00 10.00 
10009 ALL 24 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 55.00 92.00 
GRAINS: 
10010 SITUATION, OUTLOOK, STAT. REPORTS (18 issues) 40.00 75.00 
10011 EXPORT MARKET (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10012 USSR GRAIN PRODUCTION (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
10013 USSR GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
10014 ALL 54 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 100.00 165.00 
10015 HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS {12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10016 OILSEEDS & PRODUCTS (14 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10017 SEEDS (12 issues) 40.00 70.00 
10018 SUGAR, MOLASSES & HONEY (4 issues) 10.00 15.00 
10019 TEA, SPICES & ESSENTIAL OILS (4 issues) 10.00 15.00 
10020 TOBACCO (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10021 WORLD CROP PRODUCTION (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10022 COCOA (2 issues) 5.00 7.50 
TOTAL REPORTS ORDERED TOTAL SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 
ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $ MADE PAYABLE TO FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE. 


NAME (Last, first, middle initial) 


ORGANIZATION OR FIRM 


STREET OR P.O. BOX NUMBER 


ZIP CODE 


COUNTRY 
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If your address should be changed _____. PRINT 
OR TYPE the new address, including ZIP CODE and 
return the whole sheet and/or envelope to: 


FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE, Room 5918 So. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, 0.C. 20250 
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